To:  Daguillard,  Robert[Daguillard. Robert@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Slevin,  Colleen[cslevin@ap.org] 

From:  Brown,  Matthew 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  9:21:44  PM 

Subject:  RE:  Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional  Administrators  RE:  ongoing  field  work  at 

mines 


Thanks  Robert.  How  many  mines  does  that  apply  to?  And  does  that  mean  cleanup  work  also  will 
stop?  Statement  says  investigations  so  I’m  guessing  not... 

Please  let  us  know. 

Matt  Brown 


From:  Daguillard,  Robert  [mailto:Daguillard.Robert@epa.gov] 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  3:00  PM 
To:  Daguillard,  Robert 

Subject:  Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional  Administrators  RE:  ongoing  field  work  at  mines 


Contact: 

press@epa.gov  or  970-812-3351 


Statement  from  EPA  Administrator  to  Regional 
Administrators  RE:  ongoing  field  work  at  mines 


EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  today  sent  the  below  directive  to  Regional  Administrators  regarding 
ongoing  field  work  at  mines: 


“While  we  continue  to  investigate  the  root  causes  of  last  week’s  release  of  mining  waste  at  the  Gold  King 
Mine  in  Colorado,  we  are  instructing  our  Regions  to  immediately  cease  any  field  investigation  work  at 
mines  including  tailings  facilities,  unless  there  is  imminent  risk  in  a specific  case.  We  are  in  the  process 
of  initiating  an  independent  assessment  by  a sister  federal  agency  or  another  external  entity  to  examine 
the  factors  that  led  to  last  week’s  incident.  Based  on  the  outcome  from  that  assessment,  we  will 
determine  what  actions  may  be  necessary  to  avoid  similar  incidents  at  other  sites.  While  we  stand  down 
on  existing  field  investigations  and  assessments  at  these  mining  sites,  we  also  are  instructing  our 
Regions  to  identify  existing  sites  with  similarities  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  site  and  to  identify  any  immediate 
threats  and  consider  appropriate  response  actions.” 
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Robert  Daguillard 

Office  of  Media  Relations 

U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Washington,  DC 

+ 1 (202)564-6618  (o) 

+1  (202)  360-0476  (cel) 


The  information  contained  in  this  communication  is  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  designated  recipients  named  above.  If  the  reader  of  this 
communication  is  not  the  intended  recipient,  you  are  hereby  notified 
that  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  and  that  any  review, 
dissemination,  distribution  or  copying  of  this  communication  is  strictly 
prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  please 
notify  The  Associated  Press  immediately  by  telephone  at  +1-2 12-621-1898 
and  delete  this  email.  Thank  you. 

[IPUSDISC] 
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